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January  26, 2005 
 
Dear Faithful of the Diocese of Saskatoon: 
 
With the capable assistance of the Diocesan Ecumenical Commission over the past three and a 
half years, we have developed policy and guidelines outlining Pastoral Directives for 
Sacramental Sharing in Particular Circumstances Between Catholics and Baptized Christians of 
other Denominations. 
 
After extended discussion with the Council of Priests and a half day with the pastoral leadership 
of the diocese and having consulted others in Canada knowledgeable in the area of ecumenism, I 
now wish to move forward with the promulgation and enactment of a diocesan general decree 
setting out these pastoral directives. 
 
The intent is to set out the particular conditions and circumstances under which Anglicans and 
Protestants may share in communion at a celebration of the Eucharist in our Church as well as 
share in the sacraments of Reconciliation and of Anointing of the Sick.  This is to be in response 
to a grave spiritual need experienced by an individual believer.  
 
In setting out the pastoral directives I am proceeding in accordance with the teaching of the 
Church and specifically of Pope John Paul II (cf. his Encyclical on Ecumenism, Ut Unum Sint, 
1995 #46 and more recently his Encyclical on the Eucharist, Ecclesia de Eucharistia, 2003 #45 
which refers to the Directory for the Application of Principles and Norms on Ecumenism and to 
the Code of Canon Law).  
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