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Co-Chairs
Message

This past year has been a learning
experience of all the ins and outs of the
Lay Formation alumni. Thanks to Kate,
Kathy, Mona, and Theresa who know
everything that needs to be known and
are willing to help in any way.

This past spring Kate and | did a
presentation to the Lay Formation
graduates, and | look forward to working
with our new volunteers: co-chair Sandra
Richelhoff, secretary Lynne Gillies, and
members at large Lynne Spitzig,
MaryAnne Morrison, and Eileen Bear.
Don Pion and Francine Audy will
continue as treasurer and newsletter
reps. The 2011 missioning tea
conveners are Lynne Spitzig, Judy
Schmid, Brian Anderson, and Chris
Gartner. The social committee includes
Brian Anderson, MaryAnne Morrison,
Judy Schmid, Daria Malin, Joyce Walker,
Oristeen Kulyk, and Wendy Friedrich.
Thank you all for volunteering and to
Theresa for staying on the extra year as
secretary.

Our graduating class attended to the
lunch for the Missoning ceremony. It was
again a beautiful and uplifting experience
and it is always good to connect with my
Lay Formation family. The two years |
spent at Lay Formation is something | will
never forget, it was a life changing
experience for me. A very special thank
you to Mona and Kathy and all the other
special people that make this program

what it is. At our Alumni Fall Gathering
this October, Bishop Donald Bolen will
be with us on Friday night and all day
Saturday. Hope to see you there!

Margaret Odelein

I have to echo
the past year has been a learning
experience and | too appreciate her
support and that of Mona and Kathy as
well as the other members of the Lay
Formation executive. We are deeply
blessed to be able to walk this faith
journey together.

| also want to say a warm thank you to
those who volunteered last year to look
after t he hospita
gathering and also to thank the
volunteers who have prepared the
newsletter mail-out and those who took
part in the telephone survey last spring.

It is exciting to welcome the new
volunteers from the Class of 2011 and |
am looking forward to the Fall Gathering.
Please be sure to submit your questions
for the Bishop with your registration form.
As you can see from the schedule, the
Bishop will be responding to these
questions on Saturday afternoon. This is
an excellent chance to engage in
dialogue. Also if you want to lend a hand
with set up or clean up, please check the
appropriate box. | look forward to a
wonderful gathering.  Kate Hodgson
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With fall, comes change, and we have a few
changes happening within the Lay Formation
Program this year.

Firstly, as coordinator s
few years how the Lay Formation participants grow
and open to Godods
journey wi t h anot her
streams (Diocesan, Eparchial, and Aboriginal) are
in the house each weekend, there seems to be a
greater awareness, respect and acceptance when
two or more streams journey together in the same
year. It is the every day life experiences shared
within the group that weaves a profound reverence
for one another. So this September (2011), we
began with a Diocesan/Eparchy stream, and in the
fall of 2012, we will begin a Diocesan/Aboriginal
stream.

Secondly, we want to welcome a new coordinator
to our Lay Formation te
this September, and her many skills (check out her
bio) are a perfect fit for Lay Formation. We are
richly blessed to have Kate join us and look forward
to working collaboratively with her on this beautiful
journey.

Last but not least, Kathy Hitchings will be retiring
this November. For over 27 years, Kathy has been
a consistent anchor for the Diocese of Saskatoon.
Her laughter, smile, and hugs can be heard, seen,
and felt by all she comes in contact with. She
began with Rural Catechetics, Ministry
Development, and for the past 10+ years,

journeying with the Lay Formation Program.

graceus.
0 s peace always. Thank you, Kathy!

Kathy has guided the ship, calmed the seas, and
helped all of us walk on water. She is a wonderful
mentor with a collaborative spirit. Her gentle
wisdom and love for God is reflected in everything
she says and does. Her presence will be greatly2
missed, but her spirit will continue to journey with
We wish you Godods

Of course, that means Ivan will be leaving as well.

Our o6l eprechaundé will no |
the halls with his shorts and sandals greeting
everyone with a werthers and doing everything that
is asked of him. He makes up the Hours charts,
sets up the projector, screen, computer, recording
devices, picks up food, transports people back and
forth from the airport, smiles, hugs, and greets
people, leads prayer groups and the list goes on!
You are our rudder. Thank you, Ivan, for being of
service to us. We will miss you. God bless you
always.

Mona Goodman
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And all ate and were filled; and they
took up what was left over of the
broken pieces, twelve baskets full.
Matthew 14:20

As | reflect on the many weekends of gathering at
Queenbs House with all
year after year to the Lay Formation Program, | am
overwhelmed with gratitude. Who, | ask myself,
gets to be party to kingdom moments not once or
twice but over and over and over?

I am reminded of the abundance in the story of the
multiplication of the loaves and fishes. | smile
when | imagine the Gospel scene. The crowds had
followed Jesus along the shore and sat down on
the grassy slopes to wait for him. Everyone has
been enjoying a pleasant afternoon but it is getting
late. They have even received a portion of tasty
fish and bread to savour while their hearts have
been fed; fed by the intriguing and challenging
wisdom hidden in the captivating stories by this
man from down the road in Nazareth.

What attracted them to come? A thirst for answers
t o | i febdbs perplexing q
beyond the practice of their faith to find a stronger
connection to God; a relationship that will anchor
them when the gales blow across the Galilee?
Dare they hope for healing? Dare they hope for
new friendships in shared faith, shared fish and
bread; shared stories that shape and stretch the
heart?

oThe

just keep on

In the gentle camaraderie of that late afternoon on
the shore of the lake did some notice that there
were 12
a measly 5 loaves and 2 fishes!

udd@miyp atpthe

fuel ing the

This scripture expresses the abundance and
blessings that | have withessed over and over in
the Lay Formation Program when thirsty folks seek
the Christ, seek wisdom, seek intelligent faith, and
seek healing.

The abundance is so overwhelming and is revealed
"'k g % oHa r'fyo I Vléasy SV\{)ht hadt 0, rhe
can poss

The grft of desrre for others to know the Lord the
gift of service to build communities of love, the gift
of outreach to the suffering, the gift and witness of
lives anchored in prayer: heaped up baskets of
Al-effer so. And -olviekres O ma shti s i
compelling discipleship mostly goes on unnoticed.

Until, that is, you talk with the many that have
completed the program and come to realize that

the quiet and endless service they do are the

have
0 /

nl-effer so, are the |Iimitless
kingdom all around us.
Of course Jesus wasnot on

own. He had his faithful band of friends and
disciples. He modeled for us the wisdom of calling

forth many gifts to work together for sustained and
grace-filled ministry. | have been so blessed by the

L haqlyi Cq Le
worked with and the Ieadershlp team at Lay
Formation i many endlessly faithful volunteers,
including my beloved Ivan, who have selflessly
given weekends, too many to number, in service

and support of those who come.

The thing aboudyvekrisndg diosn thih a
never get stale or go moldy. They just keep on
fueling the kingdom - kind of like that vine the

thing aeuts ok iinsghils $péak dbbut; once you are attached it
that they never get stale or go moldy. They

hangs on to you even when
strength to hang on! )}

ngdom. . . 0O
My final word then is thank you! And to all my

dear frienedsv,ergou yduef tl al
forward to all the continued hugs and chats as our

basdkwedrss i ff rid re f whPaths Contiye fogrosg ig our blessed diocese.

Kathy Hitchings
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My name i s Kat e
privileged to be joining the Lay Formation family
this September. As one of the coordinators of the
Lay Formation Program, | look forward to working
with Mona and Kathy and journeying with the Lay
Formation community who have made the
commitment to further develop and enrich their own
faith lives. | am excited to begin this new challenge
and new life of ministry with the Diocese of
Saskatoon.

d have fond memories of attending George Vanier
school, being an altar server at St. Francis Xavier

O 6 Gor meremember when my own parents were participating

in the Lay Formation weekends.

| believe passionately in the formation of the laity -
it is integral to building the Kingdom of God. As the
Body of Christ, each of us is called to a constant
act of becoming, as we move towards holiness.
This journey towards Christ is cultivated and
nourished through prayer, reflection (or
understanding) and community. What a joy and
blessing it is to have the Lay Formation Program
available to all who thirst.

My own faith formation has been shaped by a
number of different experiences. From my earliest

parish and going to the Mendel Art Gallery on Saturday €xperiences with the Redemptorists through the

afternoons with my

I come to the Diocese of Saskatoon with a
background in Music (B.A., 2000), Education
(B.Ed., 2003) and Theology (M.T.S. 2008).
Professionally, |1 have experience working as a
teacher, academic advisor, events planner, and
program coordinator. For the past five years | have
been working in Alberta in the post-secondary and
non-profit sectors as a development professional.

Having grown up in Saskatoon, this move is a kind
of home-coming for me. | have fond memories of
attending George Vanier school, being an altar
server at St. Francis Xavier parish and going to the
Mendel Art Gallery on Saturday afternoons with my
parents and younger brother. As a child | can

With Our Deepest
Sympathy

We offer our sincere condolences to the families,
friends, and Lay Formation classes of alumnists:

. Blanche Bandet (class of 2003)
. Thérése de Margerie (class of 1996)

Page 4

S.E.R.V.E. program; my introduction to the Catholic

P ar endngrisnfaficdReNe®d Bhebgh th fadhh P&l H

Bible School in Radway, Alberta; to my studies at
Newman Theological College in Edmonton; my
experiences with the LO
life as a professed member of the Secular
Franciscan Order i | have been and continue to be
moulded by the Potter. | look forward to taking this
next step in my own formation and to sharing the
journey with those in the Saskatoon and
neighbouring Dioceses.

| look forward to connecting with old and new
friends, exploring the Meewasin Trail with my bike,
and being able to-hwuge
I guess itbs true . on
a Saskatchewanian.

Thank you for welcoming me home!

LAY FORMATION ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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Lay Formation Alumni Fall Gathering Weekend

Friday, October 14
7:00 pm - 7:20 pm
7:30 pm
7:40 pm - 9:00 pm

9:00 pm

Saturday, October 15
8:30 am - 9:00 am
9:00 am - 9:15 am
9:15 am - 10:45 am
10:45 am - 11:10 am
11:10 am - noon
noon - 1:00 pm

October 14 & 15, 2011

Presenter: Bishop Donald Bolen

registration

gathering prayer

Bishop Donald Bolen, Giving an Account of
Our Hope Within - Further Reflections

wine & cheese social

continental breakfast

morning prayer in songs

Bishop Donald Bolen, Ecumenism
nutrition break

annual general meeting

lunch

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm Bi shop Donald Bolen, Ec

2:00 pm - 2:15 pm nutrition break

2:15 pm - 3:15 pm Ask the Bishop

3:15 pm closing prayer

3:30 pm wrap up & farewell
Extract from Bishop Donald Bolends Pastoral Letter ¢
I n the First Letter of Peter (3:15), we are exhorte
within you.o Another translation puts it this way:
be ever ready to reply. o Verse 16 tells something

How can we as Church deepen our understanding of the paschal mystery and its relationship to our
everyday lives? How can we foster a deeper attentiveness to fundamental human experience and do so
in such a way that it helps others to see the coherence between their experiences and the revelation of
God in Jesus Christ? Recognizing, investigating and pondering the relationship between experience and
revelation is rich terrain to explore as we seek to give an account of the hope within us in our day.

Read the entire Pastoral

Fall Gathering Weekend Mail -In Registration Form

Name (s) :

Letter on Hope at http://www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/news_articles/
documents/Pastoral_Letter_on_Hope.pdf

Deadline: October 7, 2011

Graduation year:

City/Town:

Phone no.:

E-mail:

Cheque amount enclosed: $

Questions for Bishop Donald Bolen:

Please check : I need abillet

___lcan help with set up

____l can help with clean up

Please mail registration form & payment to:

Lay Formation Alumni Association, c/o Don Pion, Treasurer
712 Main Street, Saskatoon, SK, S7H 0K1

| can provide a billet

October 14 & 15, 2011

St. Josepho6és Hall, Sa
Corner of Broadway & 8th Street East

Cost for-8ay$30.00/person

Cost for part of the weeksndonation

YEAR 2011, ISSUE 2
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Book Club:

Things Hidden:

Scripture

as Spirituality

As we mentioned in the Spring Newsletter, the idea
of a book club for alumni and interested members
of the diocese has been discussed at Alumni
Executive meetings. The response to the survey
was positive and the suggested title for our first
book is: Things Hidden: Scripture as Spirituality by
Richard Rohr. We can discuss this proposal in
more depth during the AGM at our Fall Gathering,
but the general idea is to meet twice about two
months apart and discuss the first half of the book
and then the second half.

| picked up a copy of the book a couple of weeks
ago and started reading it and although | have not
yet finished it - | am really enjoying the thought-
provoking and inspiring ideas Rohr brings to the
bible, prayer and how a careful reading of scripture
illuminates God for our contemporary culture. |
have to resist the urge to tell everyone in my circle
of friends AYou HAVE itt
wonder ful!o

In the book Rohr states:

firhe Bible gives you a new and very free viewpoint
from which to read the world. But it will only feel
like freedom if you do not have a lot to prove and a

A

(00

lotto protectd0 ( pg. 108)

firhe unprayerful heart will always twist reality to its
ownlikingd (pg. 114)

fHow good of you, God, to make truth a
relationship instead of an idea. Now there is room
between you and me for growth, for conversation,
for exception, for the infinite understandings
created by intimacy, for the possibility to give back
and to give something to You i as if | could give
anything back to You. You offer the possibility to
undo, to please, to apologize, to change, to
surrender . Thereos
suffering, for mutual passion and mutual pity.
Therebdbs room foro mutpa.l

The book is rich with potential for insight and
discussion for faith affirming discourse.

If you would like to participate in the book club and
will not be attending the Fall Gathering, send an
email to layformationalumni@gmail.com with
contact information or call one of the co-chairs and
we will ensure that you are informed about the time
and place of book club meetings.

Raffle dn ot

exact |

) a

This year at our Fall Gathering there will be a raffle
I so bring some money along if you want to
participate. It i s not
prize since the proceeds will be given to the Bishop
to help cover the cost of installing beautiful stained
glass windows in the new Diocesan Cathedral.

As you may have heard, the windows have already
been contracted for, but there had been a plan to
install them later, after the Cathedral was built. It
has come to light that considerable cost could be
saved by installing them during the initial building of

the Cathedral. So a little flurry of extra fundraising
is going on in an effort to include the windows in
this costtsawing way.pr i ze but a

To help a little bit, we will be offering tickets on a
raffle item at the Fall Gathering. Make a donation
of whatever amount you like, fill out a ticket and
you might win the prize. Not the door prize but the
window prizeé becaaxadngs
to an old Dutch proverb:
window opens. 0
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LAY FORMATION Update your mailing address by e-mailing

AU s ore i Tl layformationalumni@gmail.com*

Catholic Pastoral Center D 5 t ¢
100 5th Avenue North ono wan a paper coc

Saskatoon SK S7K 2N7 You can send a message requesting

notification when the next issue goes on-line to

layformationalumni@gmail.com

http://www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/ _ _ .
lay_formation/lay_formation_alumni.cfm Be sure to send it from the email account where you wish

(LF alumni page on Diocesan website) g pe notified.

*this e-mail is strictly for tracking addresses - all questions
b e go dos :
abouf the program should be directed to

layform@saskatoonrcdiocese.com

Cal l ed t o

presence in the world

Request for the coming Spring Newsletter:
stories and pictures from alumnus who have gone on pilgrimages
this past year (include your greatest learning)

My Pilgrimage in Quebec

This summer, | went on a pilgrimage with my friend Barb. Above and beyond visiting my family and

friends, we visited t he foll owing s h r -Rivieges; : fi N
iSt. Anthony Her mit agweosti noflL alca cBoSutc h eltetaen,; sfoSutteh.
i n Ste. Anne de Beaupre, east of Quebec City; a
Montreal.

All these shrines were beautiful, amazing, and holy. However, what | loved the most at each location
"was to |l earn about the history of the shrine at
~fiJesus in agony in the Gethsemane Gardenodo besi
‘Her mit ageo; to reflect in front of the human si
but most of all, | |l oved the time | had for pers

We hope to hear about your pilgrimage some time soon. Have a safe trip. Francine Audy

Alumni Association Executive for 2010 -2011

Kate Hodgson,Co-Chair (incoming: Sandra RbB8hel hof f

,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Margaret Odelein, Co-Chai r éééeééééeééeéééeé-306883-2512 1

Mona Goodman, Program Coordinator-1506ééé. é.
Kat hy Hitchings, Program Coordinads®0 (i ncon
Don Pion, Treasurer ééééééeééeéeeéeeeéedsol eéeéeecée.
Theresa Austin, Secretary (incomi-890 Lynne

Francine Audy, Newsletter Coordin-é8l2®&r ééééé




