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RCIA: Ongoing Faith Formation explored at 
Western Conference for the Catechumenate 
gathering June 12-14, 2009 in Saskatoon 
 
By Kiply Lukan Yaworski 
 
Bringing people into a love relationship with Jesus is the key to all faith formation, 
said Nick Wagner at a Western Conference for the Catechumenate gathering held 
June 12-14, 2009 at Holy Spirit Church in Saskatoon. 
 
“RCIA: Ongoing Faith Formation” was the theme of the 19th annual conference, 
which attracted delegates from across Western Canada involved in the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  
 
“We have to make them fall in love with Jesus from Day 1,” said Wagner of the 
entire RCIA process, including the final stage known as “mystagogy.”  
 

Mystagogy involves deepening the understanding 
and experience of what has not yet been fully 
revealed – and so describes the lifelong journey of 
every Christian, and not just a specific period at the 
end of the RCIA process, he said, describing it as 
the process of entering ever more deeply into the 
mysterious love of God. 
 
“This period needs to be restored in practice and 
better utilized as a time of catechesis and of a 
deeper incorporation into the mysteries already 
celebrated, as well as into the life of the local 
parish,” said Wagner. 
 
The tasks of the Easter season for the newly 
baptized outlined in the RCIA process  include 
reflecting on the gospel, celebrating Eucharist with 
the community, and undertaking works of charity, 
he described.  


