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STATEMENT by the Diocese of Saskatoon July 6

SASKATOON, July 6, 2011 -  In the spring of 2010, the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon
was advised that the Ontario Provincial Police were investigating allegations of sexual assault and
inappropriate conduct of Fr. Hodgson Marshall, a Basilian priest, while he was a teacher in a
number of high schools in Ontario.

Marshall also taught at St. Paul’s High School in Saskatoon from August 1958 to August 1961.

As a result of the Ontario Provincial Police investigation, seventeen charges of sexual assault have
been brought against Marshall.  Now 89 years of age, he pleaded guilty in the courts in Ontario
and was sentenced this past June to two years in prison and three years on probation.

The diocese of Saskatoon has recently learned that some former students of Fr. Marshall’s have
disclosed that they were sexually assaulted or interfered with by Marshall while attending St.
Paul’s High School.

The diocese had no record or knowledge, nor had any suspicion, that criminal and immoral
conduct was occurring in the school nor did it suspect Marshall was engaged in hurtful and
morally inappropriate acts.

The diocese expresses its profound sadness and regret that young students, now mature adults,
were violated by Marshall and have carried this burden with them for many years.

The diocese invites any former student from St. Paul’s High School who was victimized by Fr.
Marshall to contact the Catholic Pastoral Centre at 242-1500.

Inappropriate conduct of any kind is neither condoned nor tolerated by the Diocese; and in the
situation where the young and very vulnerable are entrusted to those in a position of trust and
authority, zero tolerance of any questionable conduct is the norm and standard applicable.

Since 1992, the diocese of Saskatoon has developed and implemented a policy to govern situations
where there is or has been allegations of sexual abuse by clergy.  That policy is available on the
diocesan website at www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/privacy_and_policy/
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STATEMENT from The Congregation of St. Basil:

On June 7, 2011, Fr. Hod Marshall, a member of the Congregation of St. Basil (Basilian Fathers)
pled guilty to the crime of molesting children.  He is currently serving his sentence.



Fr. Marshall, who is 89 years old, was removed from public ministry in 1996 at the age of 74 as a
result of credible allegations of sexual abuse dating back to the 1950’s.  He was moved to a
residence for retired and infirm priests in the Toronto area where he resided until his conviction
and incarceration.

The Basilian Fathers wish to express our deep shame that one of our members has acted in this
way.  These criminal acts against children are a violation of our religious vows and are grievously
sinful.

In the words of Pope John Paul II: “[…] the sexual abuse of young people is by every standard
wrong and rightly considered a crime by society; it is also an appalling sin in the eyes of God”
(Address to the Cardinals of the United States and Conference Officers, April 23, 2002).
The Basilian Fathers apologize unreservedly to any persons who have been harmed by Fr.
Marshall, to their families and associates.  This should never have happened.

We hope and pray that any who have suffered from sexual abuse can experience healing.  As such
we are committed to providing support for restorative therapy to any victims coming forward in
such difficult circumstances.

The Basilian Fathers have had policies in place since 1991 to deal with allegations of sexual
misconduct.  Information on these policies is available through our congregational website:
www.basilian.org.

In 2007, our religious community was certified as a child-safe organization by Praesidium
Religious Services in the USA.  We will continue to do all we can to ensure that children and
other vulnerable persons are safe.
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