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Seminarian takes another step on journey 

during 2009 pilgrimage to Shrine of Our 

Lady of the Most Holy Rosary at Reward 
 

By Kiply Lukan Yaworski 
 

REWARD – Members of the parish communities of the historic St. Joseph’s Colony 

recently gathered for the 77
th

 annual pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of the Most 

Holy Rosary at Reward. 

 

A Saturday evening rosary and Mass at the Holy Rosary Church began the pilgrimage July 

11, followed by a wiener roast and hospitality. 

 

The Sunday pilgrimage program July 12 included exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 

reconciliation, the rosary, the anointing of the sick, and benediction. Mass with Bishop 

Albert LeGatt began with a procession of banners representing the parishes and missions 

of St. Joseph’s Colony. 
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“What gathers us here are ties of faith,” said LeGatt. “It’s a faith that has come to you 
through your fathers and mothers, your great-grandfathers and great-grandmothers … that 
strong, German Catholic faith, fashioned and molded by the example of the faithfulness of 
Mary, and strengthened by her intercession.” 

 
The annual pilgrimage is a 
time to thank God for his 
many blessings, the 
bishop added. “Trusting in 
God’s goodness, we 
gather as people of faith in 
this rural setting, praying 
for  good crops, for no 
hail, for all else that is 
needed … and to pray for 
our families and our 
communities.” 
 

During the celebration, seminarian Geoffrey Young, who recently completed an internship 
year serving at St. Peter’s parish in Unity, was admitted as a candidate for the diaconate 
and priesthood, one more step on his journey to ordination to Holy Orders. He returns this 
fall to St. Joseph’s Seminary in Edmonton for two more years of study, LeGatt said, 
reflecting on the themes of call and mission in the Sunday readings for the week. 
 

“Geoff is being called to the 
priesthood – to a particular way of 
living out his baptism,” said the 
bishop. “But all of you live out this 
call also. This work of bringing about 
the kingdom of God is the work of all 
of us. I don’t know if we always 
realize the dignity and the scope of our 
baptism. 
 
In living out that call to bring about 
God’s kingdom, the scripture makes it 
clear that it is the Lord’s work and not 
our own, he stressed. “We trust in 
God’s work, trust in God’s time, trust 
in God’s ways. It is not about us.” 

 
“The invitation to us today is to be indeed God’s instruments, to find our joy and our peace 
in working for God’s kingdom -- in our family, in our homes, in our parishes, in our 
regions of faith, in our church together, all for the glory of God.” 
 
 


