
Easter joy
Zoey Friesen, 7, happily applies wax to an egg as she learns hands-
on about the art of the �pysanka.� Students at the St. Nicholas
Ukrainian language program at Holy Family School in Saskatoon
participated in many of the Easter season�s rich traditions.

Respect is the key to solving the farming
crisis in Saskatchewan, the Diocesan Pastoral
Council heard at a recent meeting in
Kindersley.

Farmers do not receive the consideration
given to other sectors such as health and
education � and that�s a bigger problem than
drought, maintained deanery representatives.

Rural economics and the needs of
farmers are easily neglected because small
populations mean a small political voice, said
Outlook deanery representative Gary Zdunich
in a recent interview.

As an example, he pointed to wage
settlements received in other sectors, where
increases were granted in the same year that
farmers heard there was no money for
agriculture. 

�If there is no money, there�s no money,�
he said, pointing out that increases to health
and education salaries are then passed on to
farmers in the form of tax hikes.

�We as a society respect teachers, for
instance, or nurses � when they demand an
increase we somehow find the money,�
Zdunich said, suggesting a similar respect is
needed for the agricultural sector.

Stresses facing agriculture, including a
�cheap food policy,� rising costs and low
commodity prices were compounded in
recent years by devastating drought.
However, a year of better crops will not erase
the crises facing agriculture, he said,

describing the problems as incredibly
complex.

If problems are not addressed, the family
farm could disappear, suggested Arden
Andreas of the Eatonia deanery in a recent
interview. �If agriculture doesn�t begin to
receive some respect, there won’t be a next
generation.�

�Our whole attitude toward farming has
to change,� Andreas said, adding that
increased levels of moisture this spring do not
alleviate all the complex problems facing the
family farm and declining rural communities.

Concern for the future was also reflected
in a report to the Diocesan Pastoral Council
meeting in February. Charlie Boser delivered
comments about the issue from parishes in
Kerrobert deanery.

�What are we losing in all of this? For
many farmers it is a way of life that this
country was built on. We are losing our young
people that are fundamental to the survival of
any community. Sons and daughters are
choosing careers that they know are easier
and will provide a steady income and better
standard of living,� stated the Kerrobert
deanery report. �We have lost many of our
small communities, and if the trend continues
our bigger surrounding communities are also
in trouble.�

Gabe Brecht of the Saskatoon rural
deanery suggested writing government
representatives calling for an emphasis �on
the family farm, not a political farm.�

As a follow up to the February
discussion, a plan of action will be addressed
in more detail at the June 7 meeting of the
Diocesan Pastoral Council.

Concrete ideas for responding to the
farm crisis were raised during the discussion.
Ideas include organizing specific Masses,
prayers and intentions throughout the diocese;
addressing the stresses which farm families
are experiencing; identifying and developing
awareness about the situation of farmers; and
staging more local forums to discuss the
crisis. Other suggestions included asking
priests to address the farm crisis in their
homilies, and requesting that the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops provide a
national voice on the issue.
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Saskatoon Bishop Albert LeGatt will issue a pastoral letter about
marriage this spring, in response to proposed changes to the legal
definition of marriage to include same-sex unions.

Since November a federal committee has been studying the issue,
and is gathering input from Canadians in order to produce
recommendations about marriage legislation.

LeGatt will join the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops in
urging the Catholic community to oppose changing the definition of
marriage to include same-sex couples.

In a recent pastoral letter CCCB president Bishop Jacques
Berthelet encouraged the Catholic community, especially married
people, to get involved in the public debate about marriage.

�Married people have a lot to contribute to this national dialogue
because they know from experience the central role that marriage plays
in the creation and nurturing of children and the stability of the
family,� Berthelet wrote.

�This experience is confirmed by recent data from Statistics
Canada which overwhelmingly establishes that marriage is the most
stable environment in which to raise children,� he said. 

�Marriage is a profound personal commitment between a man and
a woman who love each other. It is also a profound social commitment
by the couple to society, and by society to the couple. Marriage as a
union between one man and one woman has existed across all cultures,
in all civilizations, in all countries and in all religions for all of recorded
history. It is the basic unit of society, the social nucleus in which most
children are born and raised,� said Berthelet.

Ways to get involved in the debate include: writing the federal
minister of justice Martin Cauchon, or by writing to other members of
parliament. The justice committee has not scheduled a hearing in
Saskatchewan.

In February, two representatives of the CCCB presented a brief to

the justice committee on the question of marriage and same-sex
unions. 

�We affirm that marriage is a unique and exclusive public
commitment between a man and a woman whose love overflows in
fruitfulness, and ultimately brings children into the world,� said
Archbishop AndrØ Gaumond of Sherbrooke. 

�We believe that the transmission of marital love from generation
to generation, communicated a thousand times over from one couple to
another, from one family to another, is indisputable evidence of the
greatness and grace of marriage. It deserves the support and protection
of society and the Church.�

The other CCCB representative was Dr. Marlene Smadu of
Regina, a registered nurse and adult educator, who is also on the board
of the Catholic Organization for Life and Family (COLF). Smadu told
the committee: �We believe that marriage is a unique way of life, of
benefit to couples, to future children and to society.�

Smadu said allowing same-sex partners to marry would change
the meaning of marriage for society, which would have major
consequences. �Laws must be examined not only for their impact on
individuals but also for their impact on the social fabric. It is important
for the stability of the family and ultimately society to strengthen the
institution of marriage.�

�The inherent biological fact remains that a marriage between a
man and a woman will usually produce children which no shift in
thinking, social trends or technologies can alter,� added Gaumond.

�For Christians, marriage means a man and a woman creating a
shared sacred history, one that began for each of them at baptism, and
becoming a community of life and love, a sign of the love of Christ for
his Church. The bishops of Canada, as pastoral leaders of the Catholic
Church, want marriage to be maintained as an �opposite-sex
institution�.�

Bishops oppose change to definition of marriage



By Kiply Lukan Yaworski

Parishes across the diocese of
Saskatoon are using a Parish Vitality
Reflection (PVR) process to reflect on the
prophetic dimension of faith.

PVR questionnaires have been
distributed and completed in many
communities, with some parishes already
evaluating the results and discussing how to
use the information to plan programs. The
PVR is one part of a diocesan-wide
reflection on the prophetic initiated by
Bishop Albert LeGatt.

At Sacred Heart parish in Davidson a
workshop was organized for readers, partly
in response to the PVR, which identified a
need to �proclaim the Word� more
effectively, said Fr. Phong Pham.

Results of the PVR questionnaire are
being studied at St. Francis Xavier parish in
Saskatoon, said Fr. Raymond Senger. 

�We are very conscious of it,� said St.
Francis Xavier pastoral associate Darlene
Senger, describing how several initiatives in
the parish reflect what was discovered
through the PVR process. 

�One recommendation was that we
needed to have more for young families,�
she said, noting that helped determine
which �Foundations� education programs
were provided in the parish this spring.

At Holy Family parish in Saskatoon,
the parish pastoral council is in the process
of analyzing the results of the
questionnaire, said Fr. Len Morand. �It is
going very well.�

Meanwhile in the Wadena area, the
results are being tabulated and analyzed
with a special focus on the age of those
responding, said Fr. David Polzen.

Breaking results into age groups will help
parish leaders respond effectively, he said. 

For instance, if it was clear that seniors
were looking for a certain faith
development initiative, it might be
appropriate to schedule something during
the day, whereas that might not be the right
decision if the suggestion comes largely
from those who work or attend school in the
day, Polzen explained.

The PVR questionnaire was designed
to give people in the pews a concrete tool
for reflecting on what it means to be a
prophetic community, said Bishop LeGatt.  

�I have a sense that this reflection is
unfolding. The people have an
understanding that this is a major direction
that the diocese has taken and that it�s not
just a passing program, but this is part and
parcel of who we are as church,� he said in
a recent interview.

LeGatt has called for the diocese to
reflect on how Catholics are to live out the

baptismal call as a prophetic, priestly and
shepherding people. A two-year time frame
has been suggested for each of these three
dimensions, beginning with the role of the
prophet, one who interprets and teaches the
Word of God.

Looking at the prophetic mission is
also providing an opportunity for parish
councils to become �more fully pastoral,�
he said. �Parish councils are coming into a
greater realization of how, collectively with
their pastor, they are to provide leadership
to the real life of the parish � the spiritual
life lived out.�

Because the prophetic call is central to
our mission as church, a reflection on this
call has the potential to tie many efforts
together, he said, adding that the way it is
lived out in individual parishes will have
endless permutations.

�It�s not a program that�s set out in a
few steps and when it�s finished, then we

move on to something else. It’s
fundamentally basic to our identity, to the
mission of the church. So it has the
potential to inspire both a lot of new vision,
and also an appreciation of just how much
is already happening.�

At the heart of the process is the
mystery of faith, he said. �It�s a gift given
by God, a gift received by us, and a gift
given back as praise of God and as service
of others and in the transformation of the
world.�

It is not about what we are doing or
creating, but rather about what we are
receiving from God, LeGatt said.

�It�s a whole process of how we let
that Word of God, which is ultimately
Christ, speak to us and form us into
disciples and walk with us as we go out
into the world.�
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How are you as a parish planning to
celebrate your vitality or to grow in your
vitality?  The bishop has invited all
parishes to participate in a reflection
process on how we live out our call to be
a prophetic people.  As a prophetic
people we are called to listen to the
Word of God, to grow in our under-
standing of the Word, to learn to share
the Word, and to put gospel values into
action.  Most parishes are just beginning
this reflection.  Some have watched the
video �Understanding the Prophetic
Mission of the Church� and have used
the discussion questions.  Others have
invited parishioners to complete the
Parish Vitality Reflection questionnaire
and are at various points in analyzing
and implementing the results. 

At whatever point you are, let�s
connect some of the current events
within our diocesan church and the call
to be prophetic. Let�s take for example
the Diocesan Pastoral Council discussion
on the farm crisis. There have been
many injustices identified in this
discussion. The one that I found most
striking was the concern expressed that
farming does not appear to be a
respected way of life and those who do
farm are not respected enough to receive
payment that recognizes the costs of
their product. 

The issue of respect appears as well

on many other fronts.  The First Nations
People are attempting to build a
foundation of respect in the face of a
generalized condemnation we call
racism.  Our fellow Canadians from Iraq
who feared the effect of the violence of
war on their loved ones hoped for a
respectful, sensitive attitude from
Canada and other nations as decisions
affecting their friends and families were
made.  

The gambling issue also raises
questions of respect.  How can we as a
diocesan church acknowledge our
respect for those who have sacrificed
themselves to raise money for people in
need through bingos, while at the same
time promoting respect for those who
suffer from addictions and their families
who suffer along with them?  

We are also invited to demonstrate
respect by participating in historic
celebrations, in some cases of a hundred
years of dedicated service.  

Respect is defined as �consideration
felt or shown for someone or something
of recognized worth or value� (Gage
Canadian Dictionary). The Word of God
that we are focusing on at this time calls
us to an attitude of respect. In the book
of Genesis we read that God placed
value or worth on everyone: �God saw
everything that he made, and indeed, it
was very good.� (Genesis 1:31)  We read

that, �God so loved the world that he
gave his only Son.�(John 3:16).  Paul
tells us that all of us form one body with
Christ.  He uses the analogy of the body
to enunciate clearly our call to respect
everyone, even or especially the weakest
among us.  Not only does he challenge
us to respect all but to demonstrate that
respect by walking in solidarity with
everyone. �If one member suffers, all
suffer together with it; if one member is
honored, all rejoice together with it.�
(1Cor: 12: 12-26).

Could we grow in vitality by
responding in some way to this cry for
respect?  The Diocesan Pastoral Council
at its June 7 meeting will be looking at
ways the diocesan church can raise
awareness concerning the farm crisis and
the issues facing farmers today. Your
response could help to enliven within
your parish the respect owed to farm
families in our diocese.  Attentiveness to
respect could perhaps lead to some form
of action.  More than 1400 people
throughout the diocese gathered in small
Christian communities during this past
Lent to share their faith and reflect on
the scripture readings for the Sundays of
Lent.  Perhaps these people would like
to continue to gather and build respect
for farming as a way of life, for our First
Nations People, for our brothers and
sisters in Brazil, northern Canada and

Iraq.  Resources based on related themes
from sacred scripture could be developed
for on-going reflection.  Parishes that
wish to grapple with some of these
issues are encouraged to request
resource people and suggest topics to be
included in the Diocesan Foundations
Program. 
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Director�s Corner

Dorothy Fortier

In reflecting on the discussion at the
Diocesan Pastoral Council meeting, Bishop
Albert LeGatt said the rural way of life is a
treasure that must be acknowledged and
supported.

�The sense of community, a care for
the land, a strong abiding trust in God � all
those elements of the rural dimension of
our diocese are a richness for the whole
diocese and together we need to do what we
can to preserve and support this gift,� he
said.

The bishop acknowledged the situation
facing farmers is extremely complex. While
political and economic solutions are
beyond the direct realm of the Church�s
capabilities, the Church does have a role to
play in standing in solidarity with the farm
community, he said.

�What the Church (all of us) should
strive for is a greater sense of solidarity, of

shared concern, both within the rural
communities (individuals and families
supporting one another) and also between
the urban and rural parts of our diocese,� he
said.

�This solidarity can be shown by a
greater appreciation of the value of rural
life and a greater understanding of the
challenges currently facing our rural
communities,�said LeGatt.

LeGatt added that the diocese could
consider initiatives in the areas of:

� ongoing education about the reality 
facing rural communities,

� advocacy on key rural life issues as 
on other matters of justice,

� common prayer throughout the 
diocese,

� concrete and practical acts of help 
and expressions of support among 
individuals, families and parishes.
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Parishes work with revitalization tool

The prophetic call for respect touches many issues



By Fr. Mur ray Chatlain

Things are pretty quiet here in the north for
January and February, but in March everyone comes
out to play. 

Each community has a carnival. Activities
include contests for laughing, crying, animal calling,
jigging, something called “stompin’ tom,” and a talent
show with many really good singers.

The main contest in the Fond du Lac carnival is
for King and Queen Trapper. Think of it as a
decathalon for surviving in the bush. Events include
tent setting up,trap setting, snowshoe races,target
shooting, wood cutting, and tea boiling. All of these
events are timed and the overall winners are crowned
King and Queen Trapper.

Needless to say, I did not shine at any of the
events. In fact, one of the challenges living in Black
Lake and Fond du Lac is that I can shine at very little.
Down south I rely on my skills and gifts. There I can
play tennis pretty well. Here there are no courts. In the
south I can speak fairly well and occasionally I am
eloquent. Here I struggle to understand and to speak
simple phrases. There I think I have some degree of
social skill. Here much of my time with people is
spent in awkward silence and when there is laughter I
rarely know why we are laughing. I am not good at
anything here!

I recognize real skills in the people here. Men
will set out 150 traps,a foot of snow will f all, and they
will know where all their traps are set. It amazes me.
It will be minus 35 and 8 p.m. and completely dark
and I will watch a man on a skidoo with a little sled
behind, head out into the bush. All I can think about is
getting into my warm house.

People are great at visiting and telling stories.
People will tell stories in a way we are not used to and
they mean much more than social chitchat. Often
when I try to tell a story people laugh,but I am not
sure why. Usually after someone will tell me, “Seka
(which means my father),you accidentally said a bad
word.”

You may be realizing that living here is a bit of a
blow to my self-esteem. As a result, I am really
appreciative of the people who take the time to get to
know me, patiently guide me, and gently tease me.

The other night I was at a young couple’s house.
He is an excellent trapper and has tremendous skills in

the bush. He learned well the lessons from his
grandfather and father. The world has changed for
him and he cannot make a living doing what he loves
and is good at. When he talks about it his frustration
is obvious.

Imagine now the Dene people that move down to
Prince Albert or Saskatoon. They must often feel like
I do here; at least at first. They could have been King
or Queen Trapper ten years running but that would not
help them much in our universities or at SIAST. They,
too, must appreciate those people who get to know
them,patiently guide them and gently tease them.
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Fr. Mur ray Chatlain pr esides at a bapt-
ism celebrated recently in Black Lake.

Fred Throassie, Leon and Elizabeth Alphonse, and
Pierre Robillard enjoy a visit to Fond du Lac rectory.

Freddie Deranger and some of the Fond du Lac childr en.

Fr. Murra y Chatlain of the
Saskatoon diocese is w orking in
the nor thern parishes of Blac k
Lake and Fond du Lac in the

diocese of Mac kenzie-For t Smith.

Up Nor th:

King Trapper contest re wards skill 
and re veals a f ew cultural diff erences

Delisle comm unity breakfast
Bishop Alber t LeGatt joined childr en in front of a “Put Out
Into The Deep” fishing pond game at an annual ecumenical
breakfast held Feb. 9 at St. Anne’s parish in Delisle. The event
is open to all faith groups and to the community at large,
explained Rose-Anne Kielo. For the past 15 years the
ecumenical breakfast has been organized in February, with
work and materials donated by members of the St. Anne’s
parish family, she said. Proceeds from the event go to the
mission in Brazil. 

By Russell Lepage
St.Phillipe de Neri 

St. Phillipe de Neri Parish in Vonda
continues to grow vibrant with many events
and changes happening in the community.

A new format was introduced to the
Annual General Assembly (AGA) this year. 

Reports from various ministries were
assembled and distributed before the meeting.
This information was approved by a “consent
agenda” as our first business of the AGA,
which left us plenty of time to focus on the
pastoral issues of parishioners in an open
forum.

It was a successful meeting, and the parish
community anticipates pursuing the many
ideas provided during the open forum.

Catechism classes resumed after
Christmas,with students refreshed and ready
to go after a break. 

Friday evenings are “catechesis night”for
the community. The new Adult Catechism
continues to be a valuable prayerful
experience. 

Childcare provided by the youth group

ensures that everyone has the opportunity and
resources to come pray, share and learn
together.

The World Day of Marriage was
celebrated in February with a draw for a
Marriage Encounter Weekend. Sheila and John
Matsalla won the special weekend together.

Representatives from St. Phillipe de Neri
parish participated in a recent “Face-to-Face
Retreat” held in Prud'homme. 

Many families were involved in providing
meals and refreshments,filling volunteer
positions,sending children to the retreat, and
helping in many other ways. It was a great
opportunity to help spread God's Word.

Youth in the parish have been very active
this year. The youth choir  participated in the
Face-to-Face Retreat with enthusiasm.

Fifty-f ive youth attended a 30-hour famine
kick-off to fundraising for World Youth Day in
Germany 2005. Their spirit and determination
continue to inspire others.

During Lent several of the lay ministers at
St. Phillipe de Neri parish led services every
Wednesday evening, providing an opportunity
for prayer during the Lenten journey to Easter.

Vonda parish concentrates on
pastoral issues at ann ual meeting


