Cycle B
Fifth Sunday of Lent– March 25th, 2012
                    


 “unless a grain of wheat”
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OPENING PRAYER   (Psalm 51)
Leader:
Create in me a clean heart, O God.
All:
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Leader:
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
All:
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me.
SHARING THE WORD
Gospel Reading – John 12: 20-33
This week the readings invite reflection on the deep and heartfelt relationship between Jesus and his Father that made possible the sacrifice of the cross. Because of his troubled time of anticipated trial Jesus prayed.  In answer the Father promised to glorify Jesus from the cross where all people will be drawn into him.
1. Which statement struck us most forcefully, and why?

2. What needs to die in you to be fully Christian?
3. What cost are you willing to pay to follow Jesus?
4. When you look for Jesus, what is it you want to see?
LIVING THE WORD

What aspect of God’s Word is challenging me/us this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD
Leader: 
Help us to move throughout times of trial in that surrender to the Father that transforms us into your image, we pray to the Lord.

 
(Invite personal intentions, ending with the “Our Father …”)
Closing Prayer:
Leader:
God alone is my tenderness.

God alone is my support.

God alone is my every good, my life and all my wealth.
All:
Oh, yes! I say in my heart.

And in the next heartbeat, Oh, no! My way not yours.
Leader:            A chorus of voices emerge from within me…

                         I’ll craft my own life

                         I’ll do it my way

                         It’s my life, it’s up to me.

All:                   God’s deeper voice calls to me and says…

                         You can surrender.

                         Be faithful.


            I am worthy of trust.
(St. Louis de Montfort, Cantique 52)
Leader:
Let us share with one another the peace of Christ.

