Cycle B - Passion Sunday - April 1st, 2012
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus…
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OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 22)

Leader: 
All who see me mock at me,
They make mouths at me, they shake    their heads. 
They say,

All: 
“Commit your cause to the Lord, let him deliver; let him rescue the one in whom he delights!”

Leader: 
They divide my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots,

All: 

But you, O Lord, do not be far away!



O, my help, come quickly to my aid!

Amen.

Gospel Reading – Mark 14:1-15:47

The theme of the suffering servant prevails throughout the Gospel of Mark.  Jesus does not desire to be known through miracles and healing.  Instead, his true identity is revealed through his oneness with humanity, most profoundly witnessed in his relationship with the suffering and persecuted of the world…  
It is the cross that most blatantly reveals the death blowing consequences of our inability to set down self-centered behaviors of destruction and live in right relationship of covenant life.  Through the stark reality of the cross Jesus invites us to choose eternal life.  With open arms he welcomes us to rise above the forces of death, in forgiveness and love, to follow him as disciples of life.  
1. There are many characters in the passion account of Mark including: Pilate, Judas the high priest, bystanders, women from a distance, the disciples and  the centurion at foot of the cross to name but a few.  Which of these characters do you identify with?  Why?  How do you think this identification might deepen your experience of Holy Week?

2. At the Last Supper Jesus offers his entire life, all of who he is, as the way of discipleship.  He offers his life as the means to follow him into the fullness of right relationship with all of creation.  How do you respond to this invitation? 

3. After a triumphal entry into Jerusalem, Jesus is totally rejected and abandoned by everyone, even his closest friends.   What has been your experience of failure, rejection or abandonment?

4. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  When have you felt forsaken by God?  What gives you hope?

LIVING THE WORD

Remember that Holy Week is an invitation to become a disciple of the Suffering Servant.

Live and act more consciously in the story that promises life!

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession: 

We pray for all in our world today whose innocent blood is shed; and for those who willingly lay down their lives for God’s mercy and peace. We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

Concluding Prayer:

Leader: 
Almighty, ever-living God, 

You have given us Jesus Christ as our Saviour,

as a model of humility and an image of your compassion.

All: 

He fulfilled your will by becoming one with us 



and giving his life on the cross.

Leader: 
Help us to bear witness to his life 



by following his example of self-giving love. 

All: 
Grace us with His humility, that we may become

 more and more, a people of resurrection life.

Amen.


Leader: 
Let us share with one another the sign of Christ’s peace.
