Cycle C – Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 5, 2010
“Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me, cannot be my disciple …”

(Gospel Only)
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OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 90):







Leader:
You turn us back to dust, and say,

“Turn back, you mortals.”

All:
For a thousand years in your sight



are like yesterday when it is past,



or like a watch in the night.

Leader:
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,



so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

All:
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,



and prosper for us the work of our hands.



Amen.

Gospel Reading – Luke 14:25-33

Using a strong reactionary word like “hate” makes the point very clear: discipleship comes before family obligations and customs. The cost of discipleship is mind-boggling, an all-or-nothing deal, a life-long goal and relationship, based on ultimate trust in God’s wisdom and providence. Jesus suggests that we consider the consequences of our “yes” to God: are we willing to go all the way?

1. How do you feel about Jesus’ radical summons?

2. How complete is your surrender to discipleship in Christ? What is still lacking?

3. How do you live differently in the world as a disciple of Jesus

LIVING THE WORD

What is God’s challenge to me this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession:  We pray for scientists and all those who explore the mysteries of our existence,



and for the weakest among us entrusted to our care.

We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Leader:
Lord Jesus,



you renounced the comforts of life



to endure the shame of the cross.

All:

You were free to embrace the only love that lasts.
Leader:
Forgive our fears



and give us the courage to leave everything 



in order to follow you.

All:

Keep our eyes and hearts fixed on you


as we bring your radical presence into our world.  Amen

