Cycle C – Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 19th, 2010
“You cannot serve God and wealth …”
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OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 113):





Leader:
Praise, O servants of the Lord;



praise the name of the Lord.

All:
Blessed be the name of the Lord



from this time on and forevermore.

Leader:
The Lord raises the poor from the dust,



and lifts the needy from the ash heap,

All:
to make them sit with princes,



with the princes of his people.



Amen.
Gospel Reading – Luke 16:1-13

The parable of the dishonest manager does exactly what a good parable should do: it jars us, and makes us pay attention!  Here we find Jesus praising the business manager for his astute and clever ways.  In that if the debtor forgave some of the debts that were owed, the customers would show further favor toward him.  This is exactly what God does with us many times more, in that when we accumulate a debt of sin and ask for forgiveness God sets us free of these shackles and so we should love and praise Him evermore.  Secondly Jesus points out that money is for people and should not be used vice versa.  When money is used for the sake of people we to can become good stewards, when its not however used for the common good, it means we love money more than God.
1. How do you live in the tension created by the love of money in our society and God?

2. How does your parish show its commitment to share its resources (financial and otherwise) with the poor?

3. What new practices might you personally, or your community adopt to ensure that your resources serve needs other than our own?

LIVING THE WORD

What is God’s challenge to me/us this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession:    
For the times in our lives where we enjoy even small bouts of power or wealth that we are filled with wisdom and grace to be good stewards for the sake of the kingdom,   

We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Leader:
God of rich and poor,



you who give sun and rain to all your creatures.

All:

Heal our blindness in this money-fueled world



and shake us out of complacency and greed.

Leader:
Help us to hear your urgent plea



to share our resources with the poor



and in this way spread you reign of justice and peace to all the ends of the earth.

All:

Help us more and more to take on the mind of Christ, your Son,



so that we can use our wealth for the good of all your creation.
Amen
