Cycle C – Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 3rd, 2010
“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed …”
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OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 95):


Leader: 
O come, let us sing to the Lord;



let us make a joyful noise 



to the rock of our salvation! 

All:
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;



let us make a joyful noise



with songs of praise!

Leader:
O that today you would listen to his voice!



Do not harden your hearts,




as on the day at Massah in the wilderness

All:
when your ancestors tested me,



and put me to the proof,



though they had seen my work.



Amen.

Gospel Reading – Luke 17:5-10

Jesus makes it clear here that more faith is not better, but rather the depth of faith is what determines its power. At times we blame our weakness and doubt for insufficient faith. Jesus invites us to trust the faith we have. In the second part of this gospel, Jesus simply points out that doing the right thing should never be used to congratulate ourselves, but it should simply remain a natural consequence of trusting in God.

1. What nourishes the faith you have and helps you have faith in your faith?

2. How do you respond to the second part of this gospel passage?

3. How do we grow a humble spirit?
LIVING THE WORD

What is God’s challenge to me/us this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession: 
For those whose faith is tested, and under attack, those who drift for loss of faith, and those who foster the faith of others: parents, priests and pastoral staff, bishops, catechists, prayer leaders and missionaries.

We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Leader:
God of all creation, 



maker of the mustard seed, the majestic mountains, and the insects.

All:

With the disciples we plead:



increase our faith, deepen our trust in you.

Leader:
Make us grow in your ways of humble service



not for our own self-gratification, but for your glory.

All:

We renew our desire to follow in the footsteps



of your Son, who did not cling to greatness,



but emptied himself to become a slave 

for the sake of your reign of justice and love.

Amen

Let us offer one another a sign of peace, a peace this world cannot give.
