Cycle C – Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 17th , 2010
“This widow keeps bothering me …”







       (Gospel)
THEME: For Luke, prayer and widows feature prominently throughout his gospel. Widows are prophets, models of self-giving and subjects of divine mercy. The widow’s plea for justice from the unjust judge is a set-up by which Jesus stresses God’s promise for justice. The widow exemplifies that God’s chosen ones are the marginalized people, persisting in prayer and faith with nothing to lose. She also reminds us that a reversal of fortunes occurs when the Son of Man comes in glory. 

OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 121):


Leader: 
I lift up my eyes to the hills – 



from where will my help come? 

All:
My help comes from the Lord



who made heaven and earth.

Leader:
The Lord is your keeper;



the Lord is your shade at your right hand.

All:
The sun shall not strike you by day,



nor the moon by night.



Amen.

    Gospel Reading – Luke 18:1-8

Silent Reflection, followed by a brief sharing on one of the following questions:

1. Have you ever persisted in prayer to God about something?

2. How does God’s justice make itself known in our world?

3. How is persistent prayer and the work of social justice connected?
LIVING THE WORD

What is God’s challenge to me /us this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession: 
For those who work tirelessly with the poor and marginalized in our community, for those who support them by their faithful and persistent prayer, and for those who are still waiting for God to answer their plea of help.

We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Leader:
Great God, Father of justice and mercy,

hear the cries of all your creatures.

All:

Hold us to faithful prayer and compassion



to bring your justice to all who hurt.

Leader:
Increase our hunger for justice 



and grow your compassion in our hearts.

All:

We make this prayer in the name  of Jesus, 

your Son, our Lord.

Amen

Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace a peace this world cannot offer.
