Cycle C – Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 24, 2010
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                     “God, be merciful to me, a sinner …”

OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 34):


Leader: 
I will bless the Lord at all times;



his praise shall continuously be in my mouth. 

All:
My soul makes its boast in the Lord;



let the humble hear and be glad.

Leader:
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted,



and saves the crushed in spirit.

All:
The Lord redeems the life of his servants;



none of those who take refuge in him 



will be condemned.



Amen.

Gospel Reading – Luke 18:9-14

This story would have shocked Jesus’ hearers. Using a story about people Jesus illustrates God’s great mercy in a dramatic reversal of expectations.  Echoing today’s reading from Sirach, we are reminded that sincerity of heart and humility before God is what gets God’s attention, not externals and a heart filled with pride, and arrogance. The tax collector knew himself a sinner, but had the courage to plead for God’s mercy.  Humility exalts our prayer; self-exaltation crushes our prayer. 

1. How can you tell the difference in prayer between humility and self-exaltation in yourself?

2. Can you think of another parable in Luke’s Gospel which shows God’s mercy in the same way as this one?

3. What forms of prayer speak to your heart, how do you pray and fall deeper in love with God?

LIVING THE WORD

What is God’s challenge to me this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession: 
We pray for both Pharisees and tax collectors in our own parish community,


for those whose exemplary lives tempt them into haughtiness and for those who feel too unclean in heart and soul to even come to church, that all may be united in the kingdom of God.

We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Leader:
God of tender mercy and love,



you who scrutinize the heart.

All:

We confess our unworthiness and haughtiness,



carrying both the Pharisee and the tax collector



within the fabric of our own thoughts and actions.

Leader:
Forgive our self-exaltation



and let your loving light shine on our sin.

All:

Only in your cultivating light



will we grow humility of heart and mind.



Grant this through Jesus, your Son, our Lord.

Amen

Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace a peace this world cannot provide.
