Cycle C – Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time, November 7th 2010
“He is God not of the dead, but of the living …”

OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 17)
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Leader:
Hear a just cause, O Lord,





attend to my cry;

All:

give ear to my prayer



from lips free of deceit.

Leader:
Guard me as the apple of the eye;



hide me in the shadow of your wings.

All:

As for me, I shall behold your face in 

righteousness;



when I awake I shall be satisfied, 

beholding your likeness.

AMEN

First Reading – 2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14

Less than 200 years before the birth of Christ, the Jews faced a cruel persecution that tried to stamp out the observances of their faith. From this persecution insights emerged which served to deepen and maintain the Jewish faith: martyrdom and resurrection. A martyr is a witness to truth, accepting death in the hope of life. For the martyr, death is not a defeat but victory. 

1. How do you understand the connection between martyrdom and resurrection?

2. What truth/value, cause or person are you prepared to die for
3. take a moment to contemplate in silence how you are called to be a living martyr, and what parts of you need to offered up to Christ.
Second Reading – 2 Thessalonians 2:16 – 3:5

A desire to spread the Good News prompts Paul to speak these words of prayer and blessing to the Thessalonians. Even though his prayer includes asking for consolation and strength, the prayer asks not that they make progress, but that “the word of the Lord may spread rapidly.” This is a clear reminder that we are merely to bear witness to the Good News, and let God do the rest.

1. How should one go about encouraging and strengthening you?

2. How do you/we bear witness to the Good News of Jesus?

Gospel Reading – Luke 20:27-38

The stories about the seven brothers in Maccabees and Luke’s gospel try to answer questions about life after death. This was a rather new concept in Jesus’ day and the Sadducees did not accept it. Today most religions expect some type of life beyond death.  Luke reminds us that God is the God of the living “for to him all are alive.” To live this belief we need to keep our focus on the God who offers us life.

1. In our day to day lives, where do we tend to put our focus?

2. If you could ask Jesus one question, what would it be?

3. In this month of remembering the dead, whom should we keep in mind?

LIVING THE WORD

What action can I/we undertake to respond to God’s Word?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession:  
For those who have gone before us in death, especially our loved ones and those who died a tragic death and for all who are preparing to pass through death into new life.
We pray to the Lord.

(Invite others to voice prayers, then end with “Our Father…”)
Concluding Prayer

Leader:
God of the living and the dead,


you are greater than we can imagine.

All:

Jesus, your Son, revealed to us your love that goes beyond boundaries.

In him and through him we believe 

that we live in you and you in us.

Leader:
Help us to live lives on earth that reflect 


the glory of your heavenly dwelling place.

All:

Make us children of the resurrection


and welcome us into your glory at the appointed time.


AMEN.

Let us offer each other a sign of Christ’s peace, a peace the world cannot give.

