Cycle C – Fifth Sunday of Lent, March 21st, 2010

“Has no one condemned you? …..”
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            GOSPEL ONLY

OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 126):

Leader: 
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,



we were like those who dream.

All: 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter,



and our tongue with shouts of joy.

Leader: 
Those who go out weeping,



bearing the seeds for sowing,

All: 

shall come home with shouts of joy,



carrying their sheaves.

Amen.

Gospel Reading – John 8:1-11

The emphasis on newness from the first two readings today reaches a climax in Jesus’ encounter with the woman caught in adultery. Jesus’ response is typical, drawing out with razor sharpness what he considers core values in word and deed: holiness is found in compassion and understanding, reflecting the ways of God. 

1. Are you comfortable with Jesus’ treatment of the woman?

2. Who are you in the story: the woman, the Pharisees and scribes, or Jesus?

3. How does God’s love sustain you even when you have sinned?
LIVING THE WORD

How does God’s Word challenge me/us this week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession: For those who are unjustly accused and punished, whether in a court of law or by societies own prejudice and criticism, we pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

Concluding Prayer:

Leader: 
Lord God, just when we think

we’ve heard everything about you,

You surprise us again with radical mercy.

All: 

You are forever carving new rivers of mercy



in our broken world and hearts.

Leader: 
Open our hearts to your never-ending love



not for our sake, but for the sake of the world,

All: 

so that in being forgiven we know how to forgive



and bring your healing to those in need.

Amen.

