                Cycle C – Fourth Sunday of Lent, March 14, 2010
“This brother of yours was dead and has come to life …..”

GOSPEL ONLY
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OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 34):

Leader: 
I will bless the Lord at all times,



God’s praise continually shall be in my mouth.

All: 

My soul makes its boast in the Lord;



let the humble hear and be glad.

Leader: 
O magnify the Lord with me,



and let us exalt God’s name together.

All: 

I sought the Lord, and he answered me,



and delivered me from all my fears.

Gospel Reading – Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

This well-known story is not really about how bad the prodigal the son is, but rather about how excessive and extravagant (‘prodigal”) the father is with his love, mercy and reconciliation. The father is the true “spender” here, sparing no cost or labor to celebrate the son’s homecoming. The reluctance of the elder son makes the father seem all the more extravagant.

1. How comfortable are you with the father’s generosity?

2. Who do you tend to be in this story: the wayward son, the father or the elder son, the servants?  Has this changed throughout your life?

3. Notice the role of the “servants” in the story. Whom do they represent? Why are they so “hidden” within the story?

LIVING THE WORD

How does God’s Word challenge me/us this week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession:   For those lost in their own despair, not knowing the way 

 

back to God and for siblings unable to forgive each other , 

we pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

Concluding Prayer:

Leader: 
God our Father,

Your word, Jesus Christ, spoke peace to a sinful world

And brought us the gift of reconciliation.

All: 

Teach us, the people who bear his name,

to follow the example Christ gave us.

Leader: 
May our faith, hope and charity turn hatred to love, conflict to peace,




death to eternal life.

All: 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

