Cycle B
Second Sunday of Lent– February 26th, 2012
 “this is my Son…listen to him”
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OPENING PRAYER  (Psalm 25)

Leader:
Your paths, Lord, are love and faithfulness for 


those who keep your covenant.

All:
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
Leader:
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are 


the God of my salvation.

All:
Be mindful of your mercy and of your steadfast love for they have been from of old. According to your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness.



SHARING THE WORD

First Reading – Genesis 9:8-15

This reading is from after the great flood when the world has been washed clean. God takes the initiative in a conversation with Noah and makes a covenant with all living things.  This early passage begins to lay out God’s method of operation that He love us and our task is to respond to this great love.
1.
What kind of relationship does God want with all of creation? 
2.
What kind of relationship does God want with us?
Second Reading – 1Peter 3:18-22
St. Peter finds in the story of Noah and its promise a symbol of Baptism. It is through Baptism and the renewal of our baptismal promises that we, too, have another chance to recreate ourselves in the likeness of Christ.

1.
What is God asking of you this Lent in what ways do you need to recreate yourself to begin to live in Christ instead of selfishness?
2.
How can we make our baptism something real for us?  A start may be to celebrate the date of your baptism.
Gospel Reading – Mark 1: 12-15 
The gospel tells of how the Spirit has just driven a newly baptized Jesus into the wilderness. Mark does not say anything about what Jesus and the Satan say to each other and no promises or rebukes as we find in Mt. and Lk. Mark wants us to concentrate on the fact that Jesus is bringing the kingdom of God, the Good News and that the gates of hell will never prevail over this mission.
1. What does Jesus mean when he says, “the kingdom of God has come near”? Does it mean anything to us?
2. What needs to be reformed in our lives? From what do we need to “repent”?

3. In what ways are we going through a desert at this time in our lives?
4. What will you do this lent to live increasingly in the loving light of Christ while decreasing the areas of your life dark with the power of sin?
LIVING THE WORD

What aspect of God’s Word is challenging me/us this coming week?

What are some ways we as a family can change our lives for the better this Lent?

PRAYING THE WORD

Leader: 
That the church might be sign of God’s covenant with the world we pray to the Lord.

That we who are gathered here might truly take a faith journey during Lent we pray to the Lord.
That the people of the Holy Land, mindful of their common God work for unity, mercy and peace as they find ways to live life together in mutual forgiveness and love we pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with the “Our Father …”)

Closing Prayer:

Leader:
As we begin our observance of Lent, we ask you, merciful Lord, to be with us that our faith may grow stronger as we wrestle with your words, and that we be open to your changing power in our lives so we may become agents of change in our society.
All:
May we trust in the mercy and compassion you show us. May we walk this Lenten journey with you and live as loving people to all we live with, meet with, and work with. Be with us, merciful Lord, as we begin our journey of Lent together. 


Amen.       (taken from “Jesus, the Wisdom of God”)
Leader:
Let us share with one another the peace of Christ.
