Cycle B Second Sunday of Lent– March 4th, 2012
                               

        “this is my Son…listen to him”
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OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 116)

Leader:
I shall walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.       
All:
I kept faith, even when I said, “I am greatly afflicted.”
Leader:
I will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the Lord.
 
All:
I will pay my vows to the Lord, in the presence of all God’s people.

Leader:
I shall walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.



SHARING THE WORD

First Reading – Genesis 22:1-2,9a,10-13,15-18
Abraham is tested to see if he is willing to sacrifice something he treasures deeply, his longed-for, miraculous, only son. Abraham is willing but discovers that no human sacrifice is necessary. The fact that God halts the sacrifice shows that God does not advocate child sacrifice.
1. What then is the point of this story?

2. What place does sacrifice have in your relationship with God and with others?

3. What are the steps in your life that God seems to be asking you to take?

Second Reading – Romans 8:31-34
Paul builds on the divine gift of the Father’s Son and draws out from this gift the implication of God’s great commitment to us. After giving his own Son for us what will God not do to help us?
1.
God always has the final say and if this is so why do you have difficulty trusting God?
2.
How deeply do we believe that since God is for us, no one can destroy us, what actions show that you live with this conviction?

Gospel Reading – Mark 9:2-10 
In the gospel we have a walk up another mountain. The apparition was to strengthen the 3 apostles for what was to come. But the disciples want to hold on to their unexpected and ecstatic experience. They do not want to take the next step; they want to build tents. They wanted to memorialize the experience by staying there. But Jesus then speaks of his coming death, calling them to take up the cross and follow.
1. What mountain top experience continues to nurture and challenge you?
2. When, in your life, you would have preferred to have just pitched a tent and stayed in God’s presence indefinitely? 
3. Have you known dying to self so new life can follow?
LIVING THE WORD

What aspect of God’s Word is challenging me/us this coming week?

What are some ways we as a family can offer a special sacrifice to God this Lent?
PRAYING THE WORD

Leader: 
For the church, that we confidently live the life to which we have been called, we pray:

For those who will be touched by our Lenten almsgiving, that they will know the great compassion of God through our concern, we pray:
For our world, that it will be transformed as we imitate God’s love, we pray:
 (Invite personal intentions, ending with the “Our Father …”)

Closing Prayer:

Leader:
Almighty God, you have given us this day: we thank you for it. May your love continue to transform us each day.
All:
May we be sensitive to the needs of those in our midst and commit ourselves to helping in some concrete way.
Leader:
May we be ever mindful of our material blessings and recognize our obligation to share freely.

All:
All this we pray in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
Leader:
Let us share with one another the peace of the risen Christ.

