Cycle B -- Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time, February. 19th, 2012
“Stand up, take your bed, and go home….”
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OPENING PRAYER
(Psalm 41)
Leader:
Happy are those who consider the poor;



The Lord delivers them in the day of trouble.

All:

The Lord protects them and keeps them alive;



They are called happy in the land.

Leader:
You do not give them up to the will of their enemies.

All:

Blessed be the God of Israel,



From everlasting to everlasting, Amen.

SHARING THE WORD

First Reading – Isaiah 43:18-25
Confusion, uncertainty and anxiety accompany liberation of any kind, so also for the people of Israel. Familiar patterns and structures are gone, landmarks are no longer recognizable. In the midst of this turmoil comes a holy word – God will stick with them and what is more, God has forgiven their iniquities. God’s saving action, exemplified in the Exodus story, is repeatable throughout time, including ours.

1. Through God’s  forgiveness what is done can be undone do you really believe this?

2. Describe the peace you feel when the Priest sais at the end of confession, “your sins are forgiven”.
Second Reading – 2 Corinthians 1:18-22
Even though some Corinthians wanted to accuse Paul of being unreliable, Paul responds by pointing out the abiding and assuring “Yes” from God never changes. Even when we go through negative times, refusals and denials of all sorts, God’s Yes to us is as close as our faith in Jesus Christ.

1. Have you ever said “no” to God? What were the circumstances?

2. What does it mean to you that God’s Yes is greater than any human “no?”
Gospel – Mark 2:1-12

The house where Jesus is found is so packed with spectators that those who really need him cannot get to him. Jesus sees the man in need of healing, sees his faith, and he pronounces a word of healing, a word that brings new life to one and deep resentment to others. Some in the religious establishment at the time were obsessed only with propriety and rules, with who gets what and for what reasons. Jesus is obsessed with mercy and human liberation from sin.

1. Does the man in the Gospel deserve to be healed, even if it violates propriety and regulations?  Why?
2. Who would you be in the story: a Pharisee, the man in need of healing, those who helped him get to Jesus, the onlooker, Jesus?

3. How do we respond when healing occurs in those we consider undeserving and unsuitable: with hostility, jealousy and resentment, or with relief, joy and thanksgiving?

LIVING THE WORD
Which part of God’s Word today challenges me/us this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession:
For our community that we challenge others and ourselves, always pointing to God’s mercy to the light of Christ no matter how dark life may look. 
Our Father

Closing Prayer:

Leader:

O God of generous healing,



            You disregard propriety and rules



            When these obstruct mercy and truth.

All:


Forgive us, Lord, for stifling your healing power.




Help us to grow in your love




So that we become generous vessels 




Of your healing love.




We ask  this in the name of your Son




Whose main mission was the healing of all.




Amen.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace, a peace this world cannot give.  
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