Cycle B – Fourth Sunday in Lent – March 18th, 2012
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“Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you”.

OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 137)
Leader:
Let my tongue be silenced if I ever forget you.

All:
By the rivers of Babylon – there we sat down and there we wept when we remembered Zion.  On the rivers there we hung up our harps.  For there our captors asked us for songs, and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion.

Leader:
How could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?  

If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my mouth be silenced!

SHARING THE WORD

First Reading- 2 Chronicles 36: 14-17, 19-23
Salvation history dares us to ask how deep God’s mercy penetrates into humanity.  The picture painted in this reading is that God’s people are attempting to wander as far as they can from God’s love.  Yet God works through Cyrus of Persia a most unworthy candidate to rebuild the Temple and assure humanity that His kingdom never ends. 
1. Describe a time in your life when God was working through a difficult situation and only after did you come to realize the marvel of God’s works?

2. When has God clearly worked through someone you least expected?
Second reading-Ephesians 2: 4-10

This letter reminds us that God does not love any human being less than another.  Each person from conception is loved without end through God’s grace.  Secondly it is through faith that we respond to grace.  Our faith to believe in God’s love is an active choice.  The fact that God loves us however depends not on our faith, but on who we are created to be.  To embrace or reject God’s love is where we have free will. 
1. What does faith bring us that grace cannot?
2. If faith brings us an affirmation of God’s grace how does the church assure you that God’s grace is at work in your life.
Gospel – John 3:14-21
The image of a serpent raised up on a pole has become a cultural symbol of healing.  The Gospel of John is an invitation to look upon Jesus crucified and to see in this image the healing of the world.  It is an invitation to bring our darkness into the healing light of the cross.  In the glory of the cross we see our sinfulness for what it really is – the bearer of death.  In today’s Gospel we are extended the invitation to step into the light and become bearers of life.

1. Nicodemus resisted stepping into the light.  What makes bringing our darkness into the light so difficult?

2. It is difficult to see in the dark.  Where in your life do you need the light of Christ to help you see more clearly?

3. Recall a time when you experience illumination or insight that brought you to see things in a new way.  How did this change you?

4. Darkness can be social as well as personal.  In what ways is our culture the bearer of darkness and death?

LIVING THE WORD

Darkness keeps us from seeing the needs of others and the reality of the world around us.  This week may we be attentive to the way our darkness keeps us from seeing the needs of those around us - then do something that will bring light to the situation.

PRAYING THE WORD

Leader:
Fill our hearts with the light of your gospel, that our thoughts may please you, and our love be sincere.  May your light shine brightly in and through our Lenten prayer.

INVITE PERSONAL INTECESSIONS FOLLOWED BY THE OUR FATHER…

CLOSING PRAYER:

Leader:
Lord God, source of unfailing light,


by the death and resurrection of Christ


you have cast out the darkness of hatred and lies,


and poured forth the light of truth and love


upon the human family.

All:
Help us each day to pass from darkness to light


and to love as children of the light.


We make this prayer in the name of Christ the Lord. Amen

Leader:
Let us share with one another the sign of Christ’s peace.

