Cycle C – Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 12, 2010
“I have found my sheep that was lost …”

(All Three)
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OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 51):







Leader:
Have mercy on me, O God,

according to your steadfast love;

according to your abundant mercy

blot out my transgressions.

All:
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,



and cleanse me from my sin.

Leader:
Create in me a clean heart, O God,



and put a new and right spirit within me.

All:
Do not cast me away from your presence,



and do not take your holy spirit from me.



Amen.

First Reading – Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14

The main point in this passage is not that God is angry or that the people disobeyed, but that God is revealed neither as unapproachable nor aloof, but as a loving parent who will relent in order to save. There are several examples in Scripture where one person demonstrates that the people of God continue to have faith even amidst the darkest of times. God loses nothing by doing this. On the contrary, a God who is so engaged with his creation calls forth a loving response instead of a fearful obedience. 

1. The mystery of God’s endless compassion reveals itself all through scripture, do you at times find it challenging to see God’s merciful nature throughout the old testament?

2. Have you ever bargained with God like Moses did here, if so who won?

Second Reading – 1 Timothy 1:12-17

In this pastoral letter, Paul recalls his shame as persecutor of the early Christian community and how, despite this grave sin, God still showed mercy. Jesus “came into the world to save sinners,” says Paul, and God did precisely that in redeeming Paul himself. Paul’s own conversion reveals the infinite mercy of God and provides hope for all who are lost. 

1. Have you experienced, or do you know others who have experienced, the kind of conversion which Paul refers to here?

2. How is God’s mercy active in family and parish relations?

Gospel Reading – Luke 15:1-32

All three stories today celebrate God’s eagerness to find, to forgive, to save. God’s foolish squandering of love and mercy is communicated through a shepherd who leaves his flock unattended to look for one lost sheep, a woman who tears her house upside down to find one lost coin, and a father who welcomes home a son who has dishonored both himself and his family. Who is prodigal and who is frugal? Maybe God is prodigal in squandering love and mercy while we are frugal in limiting the same.

1. What do all three stories in Luke’s Gospel have in common?

2. What do today’s three readings have in common?

3. Have you ever been physically lost, and what was it like to find your way?  What person, sign, or other enabled you to find your way?  Now take a moment to silently recall a time when this has happened in your faith life, and rejoice!

LIVING THE WORD

What is God’s challenge to me this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession: We pray for all who feel lost in this world that we as disciples of Christ never stop searching for them and welcoming them home.  We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Leader:
God of the lost and found,



you never tire of finding, forgiving, saving.

All:

Help us to overcome our tendency



to be frugal with your love and mercy.

Leader:
Remind us over and over again



that your ways are not our ways,



nor are your thoughts our thoughts.

All:

Help us more and more to take on the mind of Christ, your Son,



so that we learn to squander love on those who need it most.

Amen

Let us now offer each other a sign of peace, a peace this world cannot give.  
