Cycle C – Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 26, 2010
“…now he is comforted while you are in agony”.
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OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 146):





Leader:
It is the Lord who keeps faith forever,



who executes justice for the oppressed;

All:
who gives food to the hungry.



The Lord sets the prisoners free.

Leader:
The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow,



but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

All:
The Lord will reign forever,



your God, O Zion, for all generations.



Amen.

First Reading – Amos 6:1, 4-7

Amos has a one-track mind, and that is to remind the people that the law of Moses requires love of neighbor, help those in need, and care for the orphan and widow. Not doing so is an outright rejection of God’s most holy law, and thus leads to removing oneself from the sacred covenant with God. Amos indicts anyone who pampers him/herself at the expense of others, threatening that these shall be the first to suffer the pain of exile in the next life.

1. Who or what does the prophet Amos remind you of?

2. What are the parallels between Amos’ words and our contemporary world?

Second Reading – 1 Timothy 6:11-16
The letters to Timothy were composed at a time when itinerant preachers like Paul were replaced by more stable and permanent leadership in the Christian communities. Timothy is encouraged to remain true to “the good confession” just as Jesus was true before Pontius Pilate. Timothy is urged to lead by example and not fall prey to the cynicism that compromises the sacrament of faith, baptism.

1. What is meant in this letter with making “a good confession”?

2. How does your parish pastoral staff lead by example?

Gospel Reading – Luke 16:19-31
In this parable Jesus once again turns what we to often see as global values upside down to show us how to look at society with gospel eyes.  This story is really that of two poor men.  Lazarus who has lived out a life of undeserved tormented suffering is not an individual that we would desire to be like.  Yet the “rich man” who seemingly has everything has obviously lost all contact with God, his fellow people, and is so blinded by distractions that he neglects the concerns of Lazarus after pleading for help, while the rich man who is imprisoned by the sin of pride is much to proud to beg for help until it is to late.  

1.) Who is truly the poorest of the poor in this parable, the rich man or Lazarus?

2.) Are we to proud to ask for God’s mercy, and to rely on our sisters and brothers in Christ when we are in need?
3.) Who are the groups of people who are knocking at our door, who are we not letting in, and who will our community let in this week before it is to late for us? 
LIVING THE WORD

What is God’s challenge to me/us this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession:  For those who are exploited for the pleasures of our affluent society: child 

laborers in Third World factories, farmers working for rich landowners, and women and children bought and sold in the sex trade.            

We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Leader:
God of kings, prophets and the poor,



you who filled the earth with abundance for all.

All:

Wake us up from our affluent sleep



and stir our hearts for your most favored ones, the poor.

Leader:
Help us to hear your urgent plea



to share our resources with the poor



and in this way spread your reign of justice and peace.

All

Show us the road of solidarity and compassion



so that one day we may enjoy your heavenly banquet.

Amen
