Cycle C – Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 10, 2010
“Your faith has made you well …”
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OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 98):


Leader: 
O sing to the Lord a new song,



for he has done marvelous things. 

All:
His right hand and his holy arm



have brought him victory.



let us make a joyful noise



with songs of praise!

Leader:
All the ends of the earth   



have seen the victory of our God.

All:
Make a joyful noise to the Lord,



break forth into joyous song and sing praises.



Amen.

First Reading – 2 Kings 5:14-17

Namaan is a foreigner, a high ranking officer of the Aramean army, who suffers from leprosy. At the advice of a Hebrew slave-girl he seeks a cure, first from the king of Israel, then from Elisha. Initially, Namaan scoffs at Elisha’s instructions but then changes his mind, again at the advice of his own servants. In gratitude for being healed, Namaan now swears allegiance to the God of Elisha, the God of Israel.

1. Why does God show favor to outsiders and foreigners?                                                           
2. Who decides that such people don’t belong in our society and what are some examples of this?

3. How do we listen to those who are “less than” ourselves (like Namaan with his servants)?

Second Reading – 2 Timothy 2:8-13

Paul writes from jail – imprisonment puts restrictions on him, yet he continues to push along!  Yet he firmly acknowledges that it is impossible to put such restrictions on the Gospel. Even his imprisonment will benefit the Christian community. Paul alludes to the timelessness of this community, which we later came to call the “communion of saints,” despite hardships and sufferings. We are always surrounded by a cloud of  witnesses who stand with us as we suffer for the sake of the Gospel.

1. Where do we see the gospel flourishing despite obstacles and suffering, for examples, prisons and hospitals amongst other such places?

2. When and where do we encounter this kind of “suffering for the sake of the Gospel?”

Gospel Reading – Luke 17:11-19

Parallel to the first reading, this passage features the healing of an outsider and a subsequent confession of faith. Both readings depict the sharp contrast between our human tendency to exclude, reject and ignore foreigners and God’s lavish showering of mercy on both insiders and outsiders, on both the grateful and the ungrateful. The bitter irony in this lesson is that if we reject God’s gift of salvation, it will nevertheless be offered and even accepted by those we’ve written off as “not belonging.” For God’s mercy will not stop at divisions and boundaries of any kind.

1. Have you ever felt like an outcast, or know someone who feels that way?

2. What does it mean to you that Jesus said: “Your faith has made you well?”

3. On this, Thanksgiving Weekend, what do you wish to thank God for?
LIVING THE WORD

What is God’s challenge to me this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession: 
We pray for those who lead holy lives in other religions, those who feel judged and excluded in our parishes, and for those who have the faith and courage to reach out across class distinctions and race.

We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Leader:
Lord God, who showers mercy

on all people without distinction, 

All:

we need your forgiving mercy



for all the times we exclude, judge and blame another,



thus obstructing your merciful touch.

Leader:
Help us to grow a generous and grateful heart



in the image of your Son Jesus.

All:

We make this prayer in his holy name.

Amen
