Cycle C – Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 17th , 2010
“This widow keeps bothering me …”

OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 121):







Leader: 
I lift up my eyes to the hills – 



from where will my help come? 
All:
My help comes from the Lord







who made heaven and earth.

Leader:
The Lord is your keeper;



the Lord is your shade at your right hand.

All:
The sun shall not strike you by day,



nor the moon by night.



Amen.

First Reading – Exodus 17.8-13

In this first reading Israel unexpectedly comes under attack by a raid from he Amalekite’s.  The role of Moses in this passage is that whenever he puts up his hand Israel succeeds and whenever he lowers his hand Amalekite advances.  As Israel is focused on the Promised Land God continues to be at their side.  

1. When the term Promised Land comes to mind, what thoughts or images emerge in your mind?

2. Joshua is obedient in listening to the command of Mosses, is their someone in your lives that is speaking God’s truth to you that you ought to pay more attention to?
Second Reading – 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2

In this weeks second reading God affirms Timothy and urges him to persist in his mission.  Timothy has gone through some hard times up until now while remaining close to God and persistent in prayer.  As this weeks Gospel also points out we know not how, or when, or through whom God may affirm us, yet we can be assured that He will.
1.
As God reminds Timothy that we must be “equipped” and proficient in our good works, 
take some time to share what resources you utilize to stay equipped in your faith life?
Gospel Reading – Luke 18:1-8
This weeks Gospel reminds us a very simple message in prayer.  Firstly to remain persistent, and secondly to expect results, yet not necessarily the results we had hoped for.  
1. Have you ever persisted in prayer to God about something?

2. How does God’s justice make itself known in our world?

3. How is persistent prayer and the work of social justice connected?
LIVING THE WORD

What is God’s challenge to me /us this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession: 
For those who work tirelessly with the poor and marginalized in our community, for those who support them by their faithful and persistent prayer, and for those who are still waiting for God to answer their plea of help.

We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Leader:
Great God, Father of justice and mercy,

hear the cries of all your creatures.

All:

Hold us to faithful prayer and compassion



to bring your justice to all who hurt.

Leader:
Increase our hunger for justice 



and grow your compassion in our hearts.

All:

We make this prayer in the name  of Jesus, 

your Son, our Lord.

Amen

Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace a peace this world cannot offer.
