Cycle C – Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, October 31, 2010
“Zaccheus, hurry and come down …”
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OPENING PRAYER (Psalm 145):


Leader: 
I will extol you, my God and King,



and bless your name forever and ever. 

All:
Every day I will bless you,



and praise your name forever and ever.

Leader:
The Lord is gracious and merciful,



slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

All:
The Lord is good to all,



and his compassion is over all that he has made.



Amen.

First Reading – Wisdom 11:22 – 12:2

Wisdom literature gives us some of the loveliest poetry about God, defying the misperception that the God of the Old Testament is merely a God of revenge and wrath. Words like these evoke awe and wonder: how can the Lord, for whom “the whole world is like a drop of morning dew” be so acutely and affectionately aware of the smallest and most insignificant part of creation? How can transcendence be so compatible with intimate mercy?

1. How do you experience God as transcendent while at the same time as imminent and merciful?  
2. How does creation speak to you of God’s grandeur and intimate involvement, and where do you see this?

Second Reading – 2 Thessalonians 1:11 – 2:2

Addressing a church shaken by persecution and trial, Paul hastens to alleviate unwarranted fears about the parousia (return of Christ at the end of time). Some behaved in elitist fashion because they believed that they had it made into God’s kingdom. Paul battles this tendency by reassuring all of the constancy of his prayers and to remember the breadth and depth of God’s mercy (as the first reading reminds us). His advice is simply to live in hopeful vigilance, expressed in loving and humble service to one another.

1. Do you see tendencies towards elitism in our church community, local and global?

2. How would you live your life if Christ’s return was imminent?

Gospel Reading – Luke 19:1-19

After the parable of the unjust judge and the widow, the Pharisee and the tax collector, we hear today the third story which only appears in the Gospel of Luke. Again, Luke plays masterfully in crafting the reversal of expectations. Familiar as the Zaccheus story is, the Gospel is silent on telling us what the reactions were from those who “grumbled” when they saw Jesus going to stay with a “sinner.” In only giving us what Jesus says to Zaccheus, in fact Jesus is speaking to us all. And even though God’s grace is universally accessible, Zaccheus shows that it does come at a price of repairing the wrong we have committed.

1. What do the three stories of the past few Sundays, which only appear in Luke’s Gospel, have in common?

2. What reversal of expectations show up in this story?                                                  What does this tell us about God?

3. Who among us needs “lifting up in a tree” because they feel too little,                            too insignificant or too ashamed? How are we called to walk with them?
LIVING THE WORD

What is God’s challenge to me this coming week?

PRAYING THE WORD

Intercession: 
We pray for reassurance in times of persecution, for hope in times of despair and suffering, for mercy in times of feeling weighed down by darkness and sin.

We pray to the Lord.

(Invite personal intentions, ending with “Our Father…”)

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Leader:
God of majesty and intimacy,



you who sustain all life by infinite Love,

All:

We recognize your immortal spirit in all things,



as well as our littleness before you,



as Zaccheus did.

Leader:
Lift us up into a tree to see you more closely



and lead us to your own heart.

All:

Renew our spirit, cleanse our souls,

so that we may be freed from wickedness

and put our trust in you, O Lord.

Amen

Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace, a peace this world cannot give. 
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